
 

STUDENT ACTIVIST PROJECT  

2018-2019 
 

Student Activism:  Work done by students to effect political, environmental, economic or 

social change.  

As a student activist you will be asked to pick an issue facing our community, environment, 

or world. Then, choose an organization associated with that issue. You will research your 

issue and the organization you have chosen to get involved with. You will then be asked to 

do something about the issue you selected.  

This project will be broken up into three parts: 

 

1. Action Plan (Turn in Outline Attached) 

Due: Tuesday, April 9th    

 

2.   Check-In (Turn in Outline Attached) 

Due: Friday, May 3rd   

 

3.   Final Project and Oral Presentation   

Due: Wednesday, May 29th  

Must Include:  

- A 5-10 slide PowerPoint presentation that highlights all the steps you took to 

complete your project.  You will present your PowerPoint to the class. Your 

PowerPoint should include these six major components:  

1. Research about your issue 

2. History and purpose of the cause or organization you have chosen to work 

with 

3. How is the cause or organization you chose to support important to you? 

4. Steps you took to complete your project  

5. Photos highlighting the project (Please note: Photos must be appropriate 

for an Upper El audience; if you do not know if a photo is appropriate, ask 

your teacher.) 

6. How others can help or get involved 

 

You may also bring any additional evidence that you have from the steps that you took 

to complete your project.  These include, but are not limited to, articles you read, copies 

of letters you wrote to an agency, petitions signed, receipts, badges, volunteer logs, 

fliers etc. 

 
 
 
 



 

LIST OF CAUSES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Here are some examples of causes and organizations (these are suggestions, but you are 

not limited to just these ideas): 

 

Causes/Issues 

 

- hunger (world/community) 

- pollution 

- homelessness 

- disease (cancer, diabetes, heart disease, etc.) 

- injured wildlife (rescue)  

- the elderly (lonesome, abused, etc.) 

- animal abuse  

- habitat destruction 

- poaching 

- underprivileged children 

Organizations 

 

 - World Wildlife Fund http://www.worldwildlife.org/home-full.html 

 - Race for the Cure   http://ww5.Komen.org/Default.aspx 

 - United Way   http://www.unitedway.org/ 

 - SPCA    http://www.sspca.org/ 

 - Ocean Conservancy  http://www.oceanconservancy.org/ 

 - Wildlife Rescue  http://www.wildlifecareassociation.com/ 

 - Loaves and Fishes  http://www.sacloaves.org/ 

 - Red Cross   http://www.redcross.org/ 

 - Boys’ and Girls’ Club http://www.bgcsac.org/ 

Actions 

 

- Writing letters to senators and other government officials 

- Raising/making donations (time, clothing, food, money, etc.) 

- Starting/signing petitions 

- Volunteering your time 

- Hosting fundraisers 

- Making/crafting items for sale or use by those in need 

- Setting up a collection or donation box  

 

Please be advised that we will no longer put out donation boxes at school.  Part of 

student activism is to reach out to the community.  Please come up with alternative places 

to collect donations in order to reach the greater community. Students may submit flyers 

and information regarding donations to be included in the Montessorigram.  

 

http://www.worldwildlife.org/home-full.html
http://ww5.komen.org/Default.aspx
http://www.unitedway.org/
http://www.sspca.org/
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
http://www.wildlifecareassociation.com/
http://www.sacloaves.org/
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.bgcsac.org/


 
ACTION PLAN 

Due Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
 

 
1. Cause/Issue and Organization: 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Who/what is affected? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Provide five or more facts or statistics about the cause/issue: 

a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

e. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Provide three facts about the organization you have chosen to support:  

a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Provide the sources you used: 

a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. ________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
ACTION PLAN CONT.  

 
6. How will you help the cause/issue you have chosen? Include a minimum of four steps 

and include dates.  
 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

I approve of my child’s Student Activist topic and understand that he/she will be 

doing research on this cause/issue and organization.  

 
 
 
Parent Signature _______________________________________________ Date _____________________________ 

 

 



CHECK-IN 
Due Friday, May 3, 2019  

 
1. Are you on track with your timeline? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you still need to complete?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Have you had any setbacks along the way? How did you get past them? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What additional support do you need to finish your project? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What have you learned from this project so far? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



PROJECT RUBRIC 
 

Action Plan: Due Tuesday, April 9th    

 
10 8 6 4 2 

Content 
Includes six, 

well-explained, 
required parts 

Includes five, 
well-explained, 
required parts  

Includes four, 
well-explained, 
required parts 

Includes three, 
well-explained, 
required parts 

Includes two or 
fewer, well-
explained, 

required parts 

Check-In: Due Friday, May 3rd   

 
5 4 3 2 1 

Content 
Includes five, 

well-explained, 
required parts 

Includes four, 
well-explained, 
required parts 

Includes three, 
well-explained, 
required parts 

Includes two, 
well-explained, 
required parts 

Includes one, 
well-explained, 
required part 

Final Project: Due Wednesday, May 29th  

 5 4 3 2 1 

Content 

Includes all six of 
major 

components 
addressed in the 

outline. 

Includes five of 
the major 

components 
addressed in the 

outline 

Includes four of 
the major 

components 
addressed in the 

outline 

Includes three of 
the major 

components 
addressed in the 

outline 

Includes two or 
fewer of the 

major 
components 

addressed in the 
outline 

PowerPoint 

PowerPoint is 5 
– 10 slides and is 
easy to read and 
clearly laid out 

- 
The slides are 

visually 
appealing and 
easy to read 

PowerPoint is 5 
– 10 slides and 
is easy to read 
and clearly laid 

out 
-  

Some slides 
contain too 

much 
information 

PowerPoint is 5 
– 10 slides and 
most slides are 

easy to read and 
clearly laid out 

PowerPoint is 5 
– 10 slides long 

and is difficult to 
read and/or 

follow 

PowerPoint is 
less than 5 slides 
or more than 10 

slides 

and 

PowerPoint is 
difficult to read 
and/or follow 

Presentation 

Student spoke in 
a loud and clear 

voice throughout 
the presentation 
and maintained 

proper eye-
contact with the 

audience 

-  
Student stayed 

on topic 
throughout his 

or her 
presentation 

Student spoke in 
a loud and clear 

voice 
throughout the 

presentation 
and maintained 

appropriate eye-
contact with the 

audience 

- 
Student was 

mostly on topic 
throughout his 

or her 
presentation 

Student spoke in 
a loud and clear 

voice throughout 
the presentation 

-  
Student was 

mostly on topic 
throughout his 

or her 
presentation 

Student read 
from his/her 
PowerPoint 

throughout his 
or her 

presentation and 
was difficult to 

hear and/or 
understand 

Student read 
from his/her 
PowerPoint 

throughout his 
or her 

presentation and 
was difficult to 

hear and/or 
understand 

-  
Student had 

difficulty staying 
on topic 

throughout his 
or her 

presentation 

 

 

Total Score:   ___________/30 
 


